Solid-state chemical methods to investigate the nature of calcified deposits.
Basics and application of three solid-state chemical techniques are presented that can be used to study calcified deposits, e.g., in atherosclerotic lesions: thermogravimetry (TG; giving the mineral content), X-ray diffractometry (XRD; identifying the mineral phase and giving its crystallinity), and X-ray absorption spectroscopy (EXAFS; allowing one to identify amorphous phases that do not show up in X-ray diffractometry).